“Purposefully and Persistently Pursuing the Passion of Christ”
“Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
Romans 12.1-2
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Order of Worship
January 27, 2019
Third Sunday after the Epiphany
10:45 am

*Gathering Music…………………………..…….…......…………………….....…..... Musicians
Opening of Worship………….………………………..…...………...Dr. Christopher M. Hamlin
Opening Congregational Song 

“Bless the Lord”

AAHH # 105

Opening Prayer……………………………………………………..……Rev. Allen Washington
Prayer Response
“Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”
AAHH # 659
*
Welcome of Guest Worshipers and Friends………...……………..……..……Sis. Debra Smith
The Word of the Lord……………………………………………………Rev. Lyord Watson, Jr.
Old Testament
Psalm 19 (Responsively)
New Testament
Luke 4.14-22
*
Ministry of Music…………………………..…..........................................................Male Chorus
Children’s Time…………………………………...……………...………………….Rev. Watson
*
Financial Stewardship…………………………………....Church Support & Tabernacle Charity
Offertory Prayer ……………………………………..…….......................Rev. Washington
Ministry of Music
*
Congregational Prayer at the Altar…………………………..………….. Dea. Willie Quinnie
Ministry of Music……………..….…….…………………………….……………Male Chorus
Sermon……….………………………………………………………………….….Pastor Hamlin
“Unfamiliar of the Unfamiliar”
Luke 4.14-22
Invitation to Christian Discipleship
(Those making decisions please come down front.)
Closing Song

“God Has Smiled on Me”

AAHH # 152

Closing Prayer, and Benediction…………………………………...………….….Pastor Hamlin
Dr. Hamlin’s Reflection for Sunday, January 27, 2019

“‘Light Up Birmingham’”
see.”

You are the light of the world – like a city on a mountain, glowing in the night for all to
Jesus, Matthew 5.14

Several weeks ago, Rev. Watson and I were discussing crime in our city. He suggested
that we needed to “light up Birmingham,” by adding more lights. There are too many dark
places and spaces in our city. Although he was speaking very literally, there is a spiritual point
to his words that cannot be ignored. At the Unity Breakfast on MLK Day, one speaker invited
the audience and all of us to “turn on the lights.”
As I focused on those words by Rev. Watson and the newly elected Jefferson County
District Attorney, Danny Carr, there is a lot of truth that needs to be heard and heeded. Yes, we
need more lights in dark corners and places in Birmingham. Many crimes do take place in those
places. However, if there was more spiritual light and people were encouraged to walk in and
felt comfortable walking in that light, there might not be a need for additional lighting in places
where crime continues to happen. When lives are changed and when hearts are transformed
people must seek to do good and not evil.
Light exposes darkness. Light causes growth and development. Light gives warmth and
assurance that life exists. Light redeems and transforms. Light is not to be hidden. As Jesus
stressed, it should be elevated for all to see and be blessed by it.
In situations where communities are deeply affected by negative incidents, it is often said
that the church should be doing more, that institutions that provide services to the community
should do more. I suggest that churches and social service agencies continue doing what they do
with greater intensity and sensitivity. We are aware of what many people are going through.
Pastors, church workers and volunteers hear the stories and try to resolve them to successful
outcomes. Yet, there is always a need for more intentionality in what we do.
I suggest that believers and followers of Christ should light up Birmingham by turning on
the light of Christ. We must live the life Christ has called us to live. If you see sickness, heal it.
If you see hunger, feed it. If you see homelessness, house it. If you see storms, bring calm. If
you see chaos, make peace. Whenever we see hate, make it our goal to love.
Let’s light up Birmingham and turn on the lights by doing what we have done for 132
years. It is not by accident that in renovating the church, we wanted exterior lights and the lights

that illuminate the large window on the balcony level to be evaluated. Those lights, along with
our internal lights offer a sense of hope to all of us and to our neighbors.
This year, let your light shine while seeking constructive ways of lighting up and turning
on the lights in Birmingham. The light of Christ cannot be hidden; it must be elevated for all to
see. Amen.
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